
The Battle 
Against Rain Rot 

The Educated Horseman: Disease Series  |  www.LSUAgCenter.com/Horses
For more information, contact Neely Walker, 

LSU AgCenter Equine Specialist, School of Animal Sciences
nwalker@agcenter.lsu.edu.

Pub. 3383B  (online only)  11/17

Visit our website: LSUAgCenter.com
The LSU AgCenter and LSU provide 

equal opportunities  in programs and employment.

The Educated Horseman: Disease Series

William B. Richardson, LSU Vice President for Agriculture
Louisiana State University Agricultural Center

Louisiana Agricultural Experiment Station
Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service

LSU College of Agriculture

Commonly mistaken for a fungal disease, 
rain rot (dermatophilosis) is actually a 
bacterial infection caused by Dermatophilus 
congolensis. This bacterial infection causes 
dry, crusty lesions on a horse’s skin. Heavy 
winter coats allow moisture to stay in 
contact with the skin, creating an anaerobic 
condition that increases bacterial growth. 

To manage this extremely 
contagious infection, 
follow these tips:

Bathe your horse with antimicrobial 
shampoo (e.g., Betadine or 
Cholorhexadine) and gently remove the 
scabs.

Treat infection with antibacterial 
salve or spray.
In severe cases where multiple layers of skin 
are affected, antibiotics may be required.

Use insect 
spray to 
reduce skin 
trauma.
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horses.

Disinfect saddle pads, 
blankets and grooming 
supplies.

Most mild cases of rain rot will resolve 
on their own. However, it is important to 
prevent the infection from spreading. If your 
horse’s condition does not improve with 
antimicrobial treatment, contact your local 
veterinarian.
 


